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the interests of the two classes. While the former desire
high prices of agricultural commodities and low wages/ the
interests of the latter demand high wages and low prices of food-
stuffs. In the face of the chasm that yawns between the two
groups social equality is a Utopian dream and under the present
circumstances even an appreciable improvement in their social
status will take a long time. A few of them who have acquired
wealth or political power will be able to improve their social
position but the lot of their entire caste will not improve there-
by. It will be at best a case of * assimilation' of a few families
in the fold of the high caste Hindus. So long as we do not
remove the abject economic dependence of the depressed
classes on the high castes, we cannot hope to bring about an
improvement in the social position of the depressed classes as
a whole.

Ameliorative measures initiated by popular Governments

With the advent of popular Governments in the provinces
special attempts have been made, almost everywhere, to im-
prove the lot of the depressed classes. The main effort has
been directed towards increasing educational facilities for them,
though efforts in other directions have not been lacking. We
shall refer briefly, at this stage, to the work done by the different
provincial Governments.

U.P.

When the Congress assumed control of the Government
of the province, it increased the special expenditure on
depressed class education by Rs. 1,25,000. New schools were
opened for depressed classes and several old schools for
these people were given grants-in-aid. About 8,000 scholar-
ships were awarded and about 40,000 students were supplied
text-books and writing material also. Besides, the depressed
class students have been exempted from payment of fees in
all Government schools. During the year ending 31st March
1940 the total recurring expenditure on depressed class
education was Rs. 3,89,491.l The total number of depressed

1 General Report on Public Instruction in the U.P. for the year ending
31-3-40.